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THE NOPTi VIETNAMESE OFFENSIVE AIR THREAT

ACK ;ROUND

- Durlng the pest month MIG-21 Llights have hecn e
conducted in southern North Vietrnsm (NVN), once az [far . -
south a8 Virh, A possible ground control intercan’ (GOT) : .
support facillly has heen installed in the vicinits of ' i
the DMZ and the air defense communications network in o
southiern NVN has heen expsnded, Fositive indications
of airfield development or renair have been noled at o
Vinn end Dai Thuonz. Other jet fighter, jet bomber, and SN
Light trangport actlivities ~1w&ett that offensive air : P
vperatlions may Le planned. (

L0 OFFENSTIVE ALR THREAT

—

The main offensive alr threat from NVN consists
of abont 100 MIG-15/178, 23 MIG-21s, and 8 IL-28 light
Jet hombers, Only nine of the MIG-15/17s and seven of.

. lhe MIG-2lz are now 1n NVN, At least three of the IL-28s
are now belleved to be in-country and another three are
possibly en route. ALl the remaining Tighter and jet
bombers are in Communist China but could return to NVN

L at any time,

EEON

not known to heve participated in active offenslve ni
cperations, bul these forces have occaslonally conuct
ponbing practice on a smell scale. '

- The current MIG and jel lipgnt bowmber force is

~ An additiconal air threat Ls posed by 22 AN-2 (Colt i
lipgnt {rana poztu, types which have been used Ln accual Lo
ground atteachs in Laos. 3

- Oplimum operating radii measured from beses near
Hanol, wiih associated munitions loads, sare shown -t
Tavs A and B, Targels farther south could be stru:i {7 co,
Vinh end/or Bal Thuong alrfields were available. O
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- All echelons of command have been kept informed
qf the Lpdlcgtlons that NVN could be meking preparatliocns
Lo excrclse its alr force in an offensive role.

- Rqunt photography revealed that vVinh and bBail
ihpuug alrfields were unserviceshle,. However, on 7 -
February CIRCPAC directed frequent reconnsisgsnce. and
gtrlkes on Vinh and Bai Thuong airfields, including
Pestructor MK-36 seedings, to insure that they remain
ungerviceable.  During extended periods of bad weather
A-G alreralt or ground radar conbrolled alr strikes will
be conducted to interrupt and harass any enemy repalr
activity. AJL units operatiog in the DMZ or southern
part off NVN were alerted to the possibility of offensive
VIG-21 operations. | |

~ During the period 1 - 8 Februsry, four NVN air.

f;;lds, including Vinh and Pal Thuong, were struck six
Clmes by & total of 19 siveralft., Due to mongoonal
vieslher, all slx stirikes were conducted using Rl I'~10%

redar controlled drops or A-6 systems run., Resulis of
these strikes are unkvown. Pour airlields, lacluding

Flue Yen, Vinh, and Bai Thuong, are scheduled to be struck

during the next 24 hours,

- US radar end GCIL coverage extends over all but
the,no;theast corner of NVN, Alrcraft are continuously
on s@rlp alert atl all U3 bases. At Danang, for example,
%6 alreralt sre malnteined on eir defense strip alert.
wo HAWK Batlalions are positioned in T Corps, Six shtips
Witlh nine TERRIER surface~to-alr misaile (8AM) leaunching
systems are in the vieinity of the NVN coast. The TALOS
ggulpped crulser CHICAGO ig en route Lo YANKERE STATION
vilh an estimated time of arrival of 1715 hours, 10
February, "’ ’

- On 30 January, CINCPAC was authorized to enmploy

FART K N - e Y - 4
PALOS misslles against nostile alreraft south of 20 degrees

S
north over water or over land.
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: T On 8 Febraary, in response Lo CINCPAC's Jc‘qur*%h A
- authority was granted to employ TERRIER and TARTAR miceilcs
in adad Jigon Lo TALOS in order to slgnificantly jmprove ship e
based SAM capabllity, o e
:r .
| - Combat alr palrol escort is heing provided Tor B-52s é
vperating in the DMZ or Mu Gls Pass areas. : S
) - I NVN decldes 10 conduct offensive alr operatliong,
& ¢ ‘Ombmdf on of eir-to-ain and alr-to-ground operaticns '-
%b‘%lAFJV The An-2s end Jels would probably be used P
i937 1wl dlverse targets in order to achleve maxifiom corn- B
JEolOﬂ and the most dramatic peychologleal aﬂd Propagarnds Lo
LIECILL]. ’
o
. ,7"_0ﬂ.7 Februsry, six AN~Rs flew t0 & point about S
20 miles soutl of Vinh and gome may have cohtinued to the .
Tehepone, Laos ares, At least flve of the planes returned o
to dnHOJ. A sixth plohwhjj leanded at Vinh., These alr- .
craft could probably 1y &t low sltitude to sueh loceatlions P
»8 Con Then, Gilo Ldnnh, Camn arroll, Khe Qanh and souilh of o
- AcBhan, wilthout being detected by Lac ar, x
. y l"‘ . i";‘
N - IL-28 Jet bombers on a high sltitude mission could =
:u ch close to 5d¢pun, and a low level penetration could 0
réach south of Densng end veturn to Hanoi. : S y [
, - MitG-21 jet fighters could reach Danang and return ' P
‘tO ,JLunUl . '
- MIG~-21s have recwnt1y been conducting £11 &1Ln into .
{40 southern regions of NVN snd hs ve, on one ocp sion, : .
been as far south as Vinh, 100 miles north of ihe Dz, In N
¢dgu? 10 minutes, & MIG-21 could proceed from Ji1~ to the oo
D?ﬂ and conduct & high a]t(tuo~ intercept on a R-52 & ' R
atn vle, Impressive dl play could bo achieved in Lhe shoot- ‘ {*f
oun of & E-52 by a MIG-21, This is a distinct possibility, QRS
-~ US ships in ¢ 12 of Tonkin ar iy e )
Y SIShAY 1 the Gu of Tonkin are within re ange "
all NWN aircraft, bul would probably be reserved Tor
J“u altack, The peychologleal affact of achieving a degree
of damapge or o;;wtruci lon to a US nevel ship’would Wl&)Duﬁ31y
. be congidered by Hanol to be worth the. risk.
25x; TOP SROREY - | o o o
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CONCILUSLONS
~ NVN has the capabllity to conduct offensive alr

operatlions spgalnst US/TFree World forces, 1T they elect

to do 50, ‘

- WVN aircralt would probably be used in a manner
degigned to achleve the maxinmom psychologlesl elfect
from the resulting press reports rather than significant
damgge,  Snooldown of a B-52 by & MIG-21 would achieve
guch resulis, . :

- The return to NVN of TL-28g, the douthward
grcurslons of AN-2s and MIG~2ls, asctlivities at Vinh and
Dal Thuong alrfields, and GCL and communlcations expan-
sion in the Iower NVN panhendle, svggest that offensive
elr operations by NVN are imminent, "

- The cnemy's best chance of evading the US alr
defenses system in SVN would be & Llow level penctration
Ly MIG-21 or 1L-28 aircraft, avolding radar detectlon.
In sueh dnstence the IL-28 radius of action from Henol
would Le about 50 miles beyond NDansng., MIG-21ls could
barely reach Danang and return to Hanol, Such tsctics
vould have & reasonable chance of sSuCCess,

w A high level IL-28 could reach close to Salgon,
and & high level MIG-P1 could reach about 100 mlles south
of Dansng, but neither would have much chance of
succesaiully evading U3 alr defenses,
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NVN AN=2 RADIUS OF ACTION (OPTIMUM MISSION)
NVN IL—28 RADIUS OF ACTION
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